
1 Corinthians 3:15 

 

If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through 

fire. 

 

 

A story was told about a man who did not believe in banks and putting his money in the bank for 

safe keeping and for investing. Therefore, instead he would put all his money in his mattress for 

what he thought was safekeeping. Over time this man acquired over $50,000 that he had in his 

mattress. Then, one day he went for a walk, and when he returned home, he found that his house 

had burned to the ground and everything in it, including the mattress and all the money that he 

had acquired over his lifetime, and the only thing he had left was his life. But everything he had 

acquired over his life was burned up. 

 

So it is for those who invest in things of this world and not the Kingdom of God. 

 

 Matthew 25:14-30 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far 

country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. And to one he 

gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own 

ability; and immediately he went on a journey. Then he who had received the five 

talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. And likewise he who 

had received two gained two more also. But he who had received one went and dug in 

the ground, and hid his lord's money. After a long time the lord of those servants came 

and settled accounts with them. So he who had received five talents came and brought 

five other talents, saying, 'Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained 

five more talents besides them.'  His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful 

servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. 

Enter into the joy of your lord.' He also who had received two talents came and said, 

'Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides 

them.' His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been 

faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of 

your lord.' Then he who had received the one talent came and said, 'Lord, I knew you 

to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not 

scattered seed. And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, 

there you have what is yours.' But his lord answered and said to him, 'You wicked and 

lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not 

scattered seed. So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my 

coming I would have received back my own with interest. Therefore take the talent 

from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. For to everyone who has, more will be 

given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has 

will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 

 



 Luke 12:16-21 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The ground of a certain 

rich man yielded plentifully. And he thought within himself, saying, 'What shall I do, 

since I have no room to store my crops? So he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my 

barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. And I will 

say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; 

eat, drink, and be merry." ' But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be 

required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?' So is he 

who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." 

 

 Luke 12:21 (MSG) "That's what happens when you fill your barn with Self and not 

with God." 

 


